THE  AUTHORITY  OF   CATHOLICISM
whole principle with the vigour that might have meant victory,
but would have made submission morally impossible in the
probable case of defeat, took away all real meaning from the
discussion and shifted it from the real issue. On I3th July
the principle was finally voted for by 451 out of 601 voters—of
the 150 only 88 voted non placet, the remaining 62 voting placet
juxta modum, and the dogma was finally promulgated by a
unanimous vote on the i8th, by 533 votes to 2, the remaining
opponents having left Rome in order to avoid taking sides in
the final vote. The Univers had won.
" I shed tears of blood at the thought of the number of souls
that will be lost," wrote Dupanloup in 1869. How many possible,
converts were kept away from the Church by the proclamation
of the new doctrine will never be known, but the fears of end-
less quarrels and of possible disruption which he and some
friends had entertained were proved to be groundless. This
was due partly to the tragic events of the latter half of 1870 :
French and Germans had other preoccupations than that of a
schism; nor was it easy for any Catholic to adopt, after the
occupation of Rome, an attitude of hostility or distrust to him
who had become the prisoner of the Vatican. The fact is that
the Infallibilists had gauged the situation with perfect accuracy :
in the world of the day Ultramontanism was the only possible
policy for the Church. Not only was it logically inherent in
Catholic philosophy, it had become the only practical policy;
when there were no longer any really Catholic states, no longer
any temporal monarchs able to act as Papal vicegerents of
the Church within their dominions, the choice lay between
Ultramontanism—i.e. Papal centralization—and autonomy of
national churches in their synods and through their bishops—
i.e. possible disruption. It was of course possible to beanUltra.-
montanist while considering Papal infallibility, as defined in
1870, to go beyond the needs of the situation, but those who,
like Manning, pleaded for the definition as making possible
in critical circumstances a clear lead and quick decisions were
difficult to refute without frankly abandoning the principle of
Monarchy as the Divine ordinance for Church and State.
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